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Dedication

In Memory of Marion Cinquemani Madden and John Mathew Madden
My beloved maternal grandparents

This handbook is humbly and reverently dedicated to the glory of Almighty God,
and to the cherished memory of Marion Cinquemani Madden and John
Mathew Madden.

They were not only my grandparents they were living scrolls of God’s grace,
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God upon my heart. Their
example revealed what true leadership and discipleship look like when lived in the
ordinary moments of daily life.

They taught me, by their fruit, that leadership is not measured by how many
follow you, but by how many are lifted because of you. They modeled discipleship
through faithful prayer, patient endurance, and daily sacrifice. They embodied love
that healed wounds and mercy that restored dignity.

For me, Boca Raton was more than a place on the map it was a refuge ordained
by God. When the gates of hell tried to swallow me, the peace and stability my
grandparents created there became my lifeline back to Christ. In Boca’s calm
waters and through their hands of love, I tasted the mercy of God.

Their witness is the soil from which Christ Inc Global was planted. Every word
written here, every song sung, every scroll sealed, every covenant declared it all
flows from the foundation they laid in me.

May their memory forever testify that God is faithful across generations, that
mercy triumphs over judgment, and that even in the darkest hours, God places
people as living beacons of His love.

Scriptural Seal

“Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider
the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.” Hebrews 13:7
(KJV)



Loving Grandson Pupil,

John E. Baldino Jr. Now Qaldi
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Preamble

This book is a guide for every believer who has heard the call of Jesus: “Follow
Me.” Discipleship is not optional; it is the lifeblood of the Christian walk. It is
both cross and crown, burden and beauty, sacrifice and treasure.

Here we will explore 12 foundational characteristics of true discipleship, rooted in
the Word of God, revealed by the Spirit, and tested through the struggles of life.




Prologue

Discipleship has been watered down in our modern age. Many call themselves
Christians but few are disciples. Jesus never said “Go and make converts.” He
said: “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

This book will walk you step by step through the heart of discipleship not just
theology, but lived obedience. Each chapter will open the Word, expose the cost,
and unveil the eternal reward. Through Scripture, prayer, and practice, you will see
that the way of discipleship is both the hardest and the most beautiful road a road
that leads straight into the treasures of heaven.




Chapter 1: The Call to Follow Leaving All Behind

Introduction: The First Step of a Disciple

When Jesus walked along the shores of Galilee, His call was simple but seismic:
“Follow Me.” (Matthew 4:19). He didn’t hand out contracts, he didn’t explain a
five-year plan, and He didn’t soften the cost. He simply spoke two words that
carried the weight of eternity Follow Me.

That call is the same today. It cuts across careers, family expectations, cultural
norms, and personal ambitions. To follow Jesus is not to add Him as a supplement
to your life; it is to die to your life and be reborn into His. The call to follow is a
call to surrender.

This first chapter sets the stage for all discipleship. Before we talk about prayer,
holiness, service, or mission, we must understand the radical nature of leaving all
behind to answer the call of the Master.

1. The Biblical Pattern of the Call

When Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and John, Scripture says:
“Immediately they left their nets and followed Him” (Matthew 4:20).

They didn’t hold a board meeting, they didn’t run numbers, they didn’t negotiate.
They recognized that the voice of the One calling was greater than any net they
could cast or any catch they could hold.

Likewise, Matthew the tax collector “rose and followed Him” (Matthew 9:9).
Paul, once a persecutor of the church, abandoned his mission of destruction when
he encountered Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).

The call always carries the same DNA: Leave what you know. Step into what
you cannot control. Trust the One who calls.

2. What We Must Leave Behind

Jesus never promised that discipleship would be easy. In fact, He warned us:
“Whoever does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:33).



What must we leave?

- Comfort: Discipleship demands stepping into discomfort for the sake of the
Kingdom.

- Control: The life of a disciple is a life of trust, not manipulation.
- Compromise: We cannot follow Christ and still cling to our pet sins.

« Cultural Approval: The world will not applaud your discipleship; in fact, it
will mock it.

Leaving behind doesn’t mean abandoning responsibility (family, work, etc.). It
means redefining everything in light of Christ. Your career becomes His mission
field. Your family becomes His flock. Your possessions become His resources.

3. The Weight of Glory vs. The Weight of the World

Why would anyone abandon so much? Because the call is not to nothing it is to
Someone.

Paul writes: “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Philippians 3:8).

Every treasure we release pales in comparison to the Treasure we gain.
Discipleship is not loss, it is exchange. We give up temporary nets to catch eternal
souls. We trade fading applause for everlasting crowns.

4. The Cost of Discipleship

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor who stood against Hitler, famously wrote:
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.”

Discipleship costs:
* Time
* Comfort
* Reputation

e Even life itself



But the reward is Christ Himself and nothing can compare.

Jesus was clear: “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23).

A cross is not jewelry. It’s an instrument of death. To follow Jesus is to die daily
to self, sin, and selfish ambition.

5. The Joy of the Call

Yet paradoxically, it is also the most joyful life imaginable. Jesus promised:
“Whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Matthew 16:25).

Discipleship is death, but it is also resurrection. It is pain, but it is also power. It is
loss, but it is also treasure.

Think of Peter, once a simple fisherman. After leaving his nets, he became a fisher
of men, preached at Pentecost, and saw thousands saved. Think of Paul, once a
persecutor, now a preacher to nations. Think of countless unnamed disciples
whose obedience has echoed across centuries.

Their lives prove that what you give up is nothing compared to what you gain.

6. Practical Steps: Answering the Call Today
How do we, in the 21st century, live this ancient command?

- Start with a “yes.” Every disciple begins with a simple surrender: “Here
am I, send me” (Isaiah 6:8).

- Lay down your nets. Identify the nets in your life habits, idols, fears, or
securities and surrender them.

- Walk daily. Discipleship is not a one-time decision; it is a daily direction.

 Find community. Jesus called disciples into a band, not isolation. Walk with
brothers and sisters.

- Stay anchored in the Word. The voice that called you still speaks through
Scripture.



7. Scripture for the Journey
- Matthew 4:19-20 “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

« Luke 14:33 “Whoever does not renounce all that he has cannot be my
disciple.”

- Philippians 3:8 “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”

« Luke 9:23 “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow Me.”

- John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.”

8. Closing Reflection

The call to follow Jesus is both the simplest and the most radical invitation. It
requires no résumeé, no diploma, no pedigree. All it requires is surrender.

But surrender is the hardest thing for the human heart. It feels like dying and in
many ways, it is. But in that death, you will discover resurrection life.

When Jesus says “Follow Me,” He is not asking you to lose your life He is
inviting you to find it.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 1

Lord Jesus,

Thank You for calling us to follow You. We confess that we cling too tightly to our
nets our security, our sins, our control. Give us courage to leave all behind, to
trust Your voice, and to walk where You lead. Teach us daily to take up our cross,
not as a burden but as a joy, knowing that You are worth everything. May our lives
echo Your call so that others, too, will hear and follow.

Amen.



Chapter 2: Obedience The First Mark of a Disciple

Introduction: The Link Between Love and Obedience

When Jesus defined love, He didn’t use the soft language of romance or
sentimentality. He declared plainly: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
(John 14:15).

Obedience is not the optional fine print of discipleship. It is the very essence of
following Christ. A disciple who listens but does not obey is like a man who builds
his house on sand when storms come, collapse is inevitable (Matthew 7:26-27).

This chapter will explore why obedience is the first and clearest mark of a true
disciple, how it flows from love rather than fear, and why it is the doorway to
spiritual power and Kingdom authority.

1. Biblical Foundations of Obedience

Throughout Scripture, obedience is tied to blessing, while disobedience leads to
loss and destruction.

« Adam and Eve: Their disobedience introduced death into the world
(Genesis 3).

- Abraham: His obedience to leave Ur and offer Isaac established him as the
“father of faith” (Genesis 12, 22).

- Israel: Their history reveals the cycle of blessing through obedience and
captivity through rebellion.

- Jesus: The ultimate model of obedience, who “humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death even death on a cross.”
(Philippians 2:8).

Obedience is not legalism it is alignment with the heart of God.




2. The Heart Behind Obedience

Obedience without love becomes slavery. Love without obedience becomes
hypocrisy. True discipleship weaves the two together.

Jesus calls us friends when we obey (John 15:14). The Father delights not in
sacrifices of ritual but in a heart that says: “Here I am... I delight to do Your will.”
(Psalm 40:7-8).

Therefore, obedience is not about earning God’s favor; it is about responding to
the favor already given.

3. Why Obedience Matters in Discipleship
- Reveals Allegiance: The world knows who you serve by what you obey.

« Unlocks Revelation: Psalm 119:100 teaches that obedience brings
understanding beyond teachers.

- Channels Power: Authority in the Spirit comes only to those under
authority (Matthew 8:9-10).

- Transforms Character: Each act of obedience bends our will toward
Christlikeness.

Disciples who obey sporadically remain immature. Disciples who obey
consistently grow strong and steady.

4. The Cost of Disobedience

Consider Saul, Israel’s first king. His partial obedience sparing what God
commanded to be destroyed led God to strip away the kingdom (1 Samuel 15:22—
23).

Disobedience is never neutral; it always carries consequences:
* Hardened hearts
* Diminished spiritual authority

* Lost opportunities



Generational repercussions

5. Obedience and Sacrifice

Obedience is often costly. It may mean giving up relationships, ambitions,
possessions, or pride. Yet every sacrifice for Christ becomes a seed for eternal

reward.

Jesus promised: “Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or
mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, will receive a
hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life.” (Matthew 19:29).

6. Practical Steps for Obedient Living

Start Small: Daily obedience in prayer, kindness, and truth builds capacity
for greater tests.

Stay in the Word: God’s commands must be known to be obeyed.
Invite Accountability: Discipleship thrives in transparency.
Pray for Strength: The Spirit empowers what the flesh resists.

Celebrate Wins: Rejoice in moments where obedience bore fruit.

7. Scriptures to Anchor Obedience

John 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

1 Samuel 15:22 “To obey is better than sacrifice.”
Philippians 2:8 Jesus became obedient to death.

Matthew 7:24 The wise man builds on the rock by obeying.

James 1:22 “Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only.”




8. Closing Reflection

Obedience is not optional seasoning for the Christian life it is the very bread and
butter of discipleship. Without obedience, discipleship is a hollow word.

The disciple learns quickly: God’s commands are not burdensome (1 John 5:3).
They are pathways to freedom, joy, and destiny.

Every yes to God shapes eternity. Every no delays it.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 2

Father,

Teach us to obey You not out of fear but out of love. Give us courage to say yes
when it costs us, strength to trust You when we do not understand, and humility to
submit even when our pride resists. May our obedience reveal Christ to the world
and shape us into vessels fit for Your Kingdom.

Amen.



Chapter 3: The Word Bread for the Disciple’s Soul
Introduction: Why the Word Matters

No disciple can grow strong without nourishment. Just as the body weakens
without food, the spirit shrivels without the Word of God. Jesus Himself declared,
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth
of God” (Matthew 4:4).

The Scriptures are not optional reading; they are the very sustenance of a disciple’s
life. Without them, faith falters, direction is lost, and power drains away. With
them, disciples stand firm, endure trials, and shine as witnesses.

1. The Bible as God’s Voice

The Bible is not a mere record of ancient history. It is living and active (Hebrews
4:12). Through it, God speaks:

- Instruction: The Word teaches, rebukes, corrects, and trains (2 Timothy
3:16-17).

- Revelation: Scripture unveils God’s character, His will, and His promises.

- Transformation: Reading and obeying it renews the mind and reforms the
heart.

To neglect the Word is to ignore the Father’s voice. To treasure the Word is to sit
daily at His feet.

2. The Disciple’s Daily Diet

Just as food is consumed multiple times a day, Scripture must be received daily.
Disciples don’t wait for Sunday sermons to hear God’s Word; they live in it
constantly.

Practical habits:
- Morning Manna: Start the day with a Psalm or Proverb.

- Midday Meditation: Recall a verse during work or stress.



- Night Watch: Close the day by reading the Gospels.
- Memorization: Carry a “pocket verse” to recite in moments of temptation.

This daily rhythm creates spiritual resilience and sensitivity to the Spirit.

3. The Word as Sword and Shield

Ephesians 6:17 calls Scripture the “sword of the Spirit.” The Word is both a
weapon against lies and a shield against fear.

- When tempted, Jesus responded with “It is written...” (Matthew 4:1-11).
* When accused, the believer counters with God’s promises.

- When attacked by fear, the Word reminds: “The Lord is my light and my
salvation whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1).

Without Scripture, disciples fight unarmed in spiritual battle. With it, they cut
through deception and stand victorious.

4. Scripture as Mirror

James 1:23-25 describes the Word as a mirror. It shows us who we truly are both
the sin that needs cleansing and the Spirit-born identity we must embrace.

A disciple who only hears the Word but does not do it is like one who glances in
the mirror and forgets their reflection. Real disciples let the mirror transform them
daily.

5. The Beauty of Scripture

The Word is not just duty; it is delight. The psalmist declared: “How sweet are
Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103).

Reading Scripture opens windows into God’s majesty:
* Poetry in the Psalms

e Wisdom in Proverbs



* Prophecy in Isaiah
* The tenderness of Jesus in the Gospels
* The glory of Christ in Revelation

To a true disciple, the Word is not a textbook but a treasure chest.

6. Sacrifice for the Word

Many believers throughout history risked their lives to preserve and read the
Scriptures. From the prophets who were killed, to the Reformers who translated
the Bible into common languages, disciples have shed blood for this Book.

In nations where Bibles are banned, believers memorize chapters to hide the Word
in their hearts (Psalm 119:11). To be a disciple is to value the Word above comfort,
convenience, or safety.

7. Treasures on Earth and in Heaven
While earthly treasures fade, the Word stores eternal riches:
« On Earth: Wisdom, guidance, peace, and resilience.

« In Heaven: Crowns, rewards, and the eternal commendation: “Well done,
good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:23).

Every verse obeyed becomes a jewel in the disciple’s eternal crown.

8. Scriptures to Anchor the Word

« Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”

Joshua 1:8 Meditate on it day and night for success.

John 8:31-32 Abide in the Word to know the truth that sets free.

2 Timothy 3:16—17 All Scripture equips for good works.

Hebrews 4:12 The Word is living, active, sharper than any sword.



9. Closing Reflection

The disciple who neglects the Word starves spiritually. The disciple who feasts on
it grows strong, wise, and unshakable.

The Bible is not merely a book we read it is a voice that reads us. It convicts,
heals, instructs, and empowers. For the disciple, Scripture is not optional. It is
oxygen.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 3

Father,

Thank You for the living Word that feeds our souls. Forgive us for treating it
lightly or neglecting its treasure. Open our eyes to behold wonders in Your Word,
and strengthen us to obey what we read. May every disciple delight in Scripture
until it shapes our thoughts, directs our steps, and secures our eternity in Christ.
Amen.



Chapter 4: Prayer Breathing the Life of God

Introduction: The Breath of the Disciple

If the Word of God is food, then prayer is breath. Without food, we grow weak;
without breath, we die. Prayer is the disciple’s lifeline the sacred rhythm of
inhaling God’s presence and exhaling our burdens, praise, and petitions.

Jesus assumed prayer would be natural for His followers. He didn’t say “if you
pray” but “when you pray” (Matthew 6:5). Prayer is not an accessory to the
disciple’s life it is the essence of it.

1. Defining Prayer

Prayer is more than asking God for things. It is:
- Communion: Walking with God in friendship (Genesis 5:24).
« Alignment: Bending our will to His (Luke 22:42).

- Intercession: Standing in the gap for others (Ezekiel 22:30).

Petition: Asking boldly for what we need (Philippians 4:6).

Warfare: Declaring Christ’s victory over the enemy (Ephesians 6:18).

True discipleship is incomplete without a prayer life that is consistent, intimate,
and Spirit-led.

2. The Lord’s Prayer: The Model

When the disciples asked Jesus, “Teach us to pray,” He gave them the Lord’s
Prayer (Matthew 6:9—13). It is both a template and a revelation:

1. “Our Father” Identity and intimacy.
2. “Hallowed be Your name” Worship and reverence.

3. “Your Kingdom come” Alignment with heaven’s agenda.



4. “Give us today our daily bread” Dependence on God for provision.
5. “Forgive us” Cleansing and humility.
6. “Deliver us from evil” Warfare and protection.

Every true prayer contains these elements worship, alignment, dependence,
confession, and warfare.

3. The Posture of Prayer

Prayer does not require perfect words, but it does require a surrendered heart.
Disciples pray in:

- Faith: Believing God hears and answers (Mark 11:24).

- Persistence: Not giving up until breakthrough comes (Luke 18:1-8).

« Humility: Depending on His strength, not our eloquence (Luke 18:13).
- Expectation: Waiting in hope for God’s move (Psalm 5:3).

Whether kneeling, walking, or whispering, the disciple’s posture must always be
surrender.

4. Prayer as Warfare

Ephesians 6 paints prayer as armor. We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against spiritual forces. Disciples engage in:

- Binding and loosing (Matthew 18:18).

- Declaring promises against lies.

- Praying Scripture as legal decrees in heaven’s courtroom.
- Pleading the blood of Jesus for protection and victory.

Prayer is how disciples enforce Christ’s victory on earth.




5. Praying in the Spirit
Romans 8:26 says the Spirit intercedes with groans too deep for words. When

disciples pray in tongues or Spirit-led intercession, they bypass their limited minds
and pray the will of God directly.

Spirit-filled disciples understand prayer is not limited to human vocabulary but
expands into heavenly language.

6. Patterns of Prayer

Disciples grow by establishing rhythms:
- Morning Watch: Beginning with gratitude and Scripture meditation.
- Midday Pause: Short prayers to re-center.
- Evening Reflection: Confession, thanksgiving, and petitions.

- Night Vigil: Intercession or worship watches for those called to deeper
prayer.

Like Daniel (Daniel 6:10), setting regular times cultivates intimacy and discipline.

7. The Beauty and Sacrifice of Prayer

Prayer is costly. It requires time, focus, and persistence. Jesus often withdrew to
lonely places to pray (Luke 5:16). This sacrifice, however, produces beauty:

* Peace that surpasses understanding (Philippians 4:7).
* Joy in His presence (Psalm 16:11).
 Strength to endure trials (Isaiah 40:31).

* FEternal treasures stored in heaven through intercession.




8. Scriptures for the Disciple’s Prayer Life

1 Thessalonians 5:17 “Pray without ceasing.”
« Jeremiah 33:3 Call and God will answer with great things.

« James 5:16 The prayer of the righteous is powerful.

Philippians 4:6—7 Pray instead of worrying.

Romans 12:12 Be constant in prayer.

9. Closing Reflection

Prayer is not an optional spiritual exercise. It is the breath of the disciple’s life.
Without prayer, the soul suffocates; with prayer, it thrives, endures, and shines.

The world may be impressed by knowledge, charisma, or talent. But in the
Kingdom, the true strength of a disciple is measured by their secret history with
God in prayer.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 4

Father,

Teach us to pray. Forgive our busyness and neglect. Breathe on us again, Holy
Spirit, until prayer becomes as natural as breathing. Make us warriors who stand in
the gap, children who delight in Your presence, and servants who seek Your will
above our own. Let our words rise like incense before You, and let Your power fall
like rain upon us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Chapter 5: Fellowship The Family of Disciples

Introduction: We Are Not Alone

Christianity was never meant to be lived in isolation. From the very beginning,
God declared, “It is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). Jesus did not
call a lone ranger but gathered twelve disciples into a family of faith. After His
resurrection, He established the Church, a living Body where every part matters (1
Corinthians 12:27).

Discipleship is not only about personal devotion but also about walking in
fellowship with others. Fellowship is where love is practiced, wounds are healed,
gifts are shared, and accountability strengthens faith. Without fellowship, disciples
grow cold; within fellowship, they burn brighter.

1. The Biblical Foundation of Fellowship

The early church devoted themselves to “the apostles’ teaching, fellowship,
breaking of bread, and prayer” (Acts 2:42). These four elements became the DNA
of discipleship.

« Teaching anchored them in truth.

- Fellowship knit their hearts together.

- Breaking bread reminded them of Christ’s sacrifice.
- Prayer empowered them with heaven’s fire.

Fellowship was not optional but essential. It wasn’t a weekly event it was a daily
rhythm.

2. The Nature of Christian Fellowship

The Greek word koinonia means “sharing, partnership, participation.” Fellowship
is more than coffee after church; it is:

- Sharing burdens (Galatians 6:2).



« Confessing sins (James 5:16).

- Encouraging faith (Hebrews 10:24-25).

- Bearing one another in love (Ephesians 4:2).

- Rejoicing and weeping together (Romans 12:15).

It is life woven together joys and sorrows, victories and battles, meals and
prayers.

3. Fellowship as a Place of Healing

Many disciples carry wounds from betrayal, rejection, or abuse. Fellowship
provides an environment for healing:

- Love replaces shame “Love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).

- Community replaces isolation “God sets the lonely in families” (Psalm
68:6).

- Accountability replaces secrecy A brother or sister who walks beside us
strengthens our resolve.

Healing flows through vulnerability in safe, Christ-centered fellowship.

4. The Sacrifice of Fellowship

True fellowship is costly. It requires:

- Time Investing in people’s lives.

Patience Enduring differences.
- Forgiveness Reconciling offenses.
- Generosity Sharing resources and hearts.

But the reward far outweighs the sacrifice: eternal friendships forged in Christ.




5. Fellowship and Spiritual Gifts

Every disciple has been given gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7). Fellowship is
the context where those gifts flourish:

* Teaching blesses the hungry.
* Prophecy strengthens the weary.
* Mercy comforts the broken.

» Service meets practical needs.

Leadership organizes and directs.

Without fellowship, gifts wither unused; within fellowship, they multiply.

6. Fellowship as Warfare

Isolation is one of Satan’s favorite weapons. Like a lion hunting alone sheep, the
enemy devours those who wander. Fellowship is a shield:

- Two are better than one (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).
- A cord of three strands is not easily broken (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
- Where two or three gather, Christ is present (Matthew 18:20).

Fellowship is warfare by togetherness saints standing shoulder to shoulder,
swords lifted high.

7. The Beauty of Fellowship

* Laughter that heals wounds.

Meals shared with thanksgiving.

Worship that rises as one voice.

Stories of faith passed from generation to generation.

The joy of knowing we belong to something eternal.



Fellowship is a foretaste of heaven, where every tribe and tongue will worship
together (Revelation 7:9).

8. Scriptures on Fellowship

- Hebrews 10:24-25 Do not neglect meeting together.

1 John 1:7 Fellowship cleanses us as we walk in the light.

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens.

Romans 15:7 Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you.

Acts 4:32 Believers were of one heart and soul, sharing all things.

9. Closing Reflection

A disciple without fellowship is a flame without oxygen. It will flicker and die.
Fellowship is the place where sparks ignite into bonfires, where lonely hearts find
family, and where disciples discover that to follow Christ is to walk together.

True discipleship is not me-and-Jesus-only. It is us-and-Jesus, as His Body, His
Bride, His Church.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 5

Father,

Thank You for the gift of fellowship. Forgive us for choosing isolation or self-
reliance. Knit our hearts together in love, heal the wounds of disunity, and teach us
to walk as one body under one Head Christ Jesus. Make our gatherings powerful,
our friendships holy, and our unity a testimony to the world. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



Chapter 6: Holiness Set Apart in a Corrupt World

Introduction: A Call That Still Echoes

Holiness has always been the distinguishing mark of God’s people. From the
moment He called Israel out of Egypt, His charge has remained the same: “Be
holy, for I am holy.” (Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:16).

Holiness is not optional, not cultural, not merely ceremonial. It is the very
heartbeat of discipleship the evidence that we belong to Christ and not to the
world. To follow Jesus without pursuing holiness is to wear a uniform without
fighting the battle.

But in today’s corrupt world saturated with compromise, relativism, and self-
idolatry holiness feels foreign, even mocked. Discipleship means daring to stand
out, to resist conformity, and to embody the set-apart life of Christ in every sphere
of existence.

This chapter explores what holiness truly means, how it shapes a disciple’s life,
and why it is essential in a world bent toward corruption.

1. What is Holiness?
The word “holy” comes from the Hebrew gadosh, meaning “set apart,
consecrated, distinct.” It carries two dimensions:

1. Separation from sin: purity in thought, word, and action.

2. Dedication to God: belonging wholly to Him for His purposes.

Holiness, therefore, is not just what you avoid it’s what (and who) you are for. It’s
not isolation from the world, but insulation against its corruption while being a
light within it.

Paul reminds us: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:2). True holiness changes how we think, not
just how we behave.



2. The Model of Christ’s Holiness

Jesus is the perfect model of holiness. He walked in complete purity, yet He did
not withdraw from sinners He transformed them.

* He touched lepers without becoming unclean (Mark 1:41).
* He dined with tax collectors but never compromised truth (Luke 5:29-32).
* He resisted temptation with the Word of God (Matthew 4:1-11).

His holiness was not sterile legalism, but radiant love rooted in truth. To be His
disciple is to follow this pattern: proximity without compromise, love without
dilution, presence without pollution.

3. Why Holiness Matters for the Disciple

Holiness is the evidence of belonging to Christ. Without holiness, discipleship
collapses into hypocrisy.

* Identity: Holiness marks us as God’s possession (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
* Witness: A holy life preaches louder than words (Matthew 5:16).

* Authority: Holiness fuels spiritual power; compromise drains it (Acts
19:13-16).

* Destiny: “Without holiness, no one will see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14).

Holiness is not about perfectionism, but progression. It is not self-righteousness,
but Spirit-enabled transformation.

4. Corruption in the World: The Battleground of Holiness

The disciple’s holiness is tested daily against a world steeped in corruption.

* Materialism: The idol of wealth blinds men to eternal treasures.



* Sexual immorality: Perversion saturates media and culture, mocking purity.
* Pride & Self-glory: Social media feeds comparison and ego.
e Compromise in the Church: Many pulpits preach comfort over conviction.

In such an environment, holiness is not a private virtue but an act of warfare.
Every holy choice purity, generosity, humility, truth becomes a defiance against
hell’s agenda.

5. Practical Pathways to Holiness

Holiness is not accidental. It requires intentional discipline, Spirit empowerment,
and daily surrender.

a) The Word of God

“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” (John 17:17)
The Scriptures wash, renew, and anchor the disciple in holiness.

b) Prayer & Fasting

Prayer keeps the heart aligned. Fasting breaks attachments to worldly cravings.

¢) Accountability

Holiness thrives in community. Confession and fellowship guard us from isolation
and hidden sin (James 5:16).

d) Spirit-led Choices
The Spirit convicts, empowers, and strengthens against temptation. Walking in
step with Him is the essence of holiness (Galatians 5:16).

6. Holiness as Joy, Not Burden

Many view holiness as restrictive, but in truth, it is liberating. Sin enslaves;
holiness frees. Sin degrades; holiness restores. Sin brings shame; holiness brings

Joy.



David declared, “In Your presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11). Holiness is the gateway to this presence.

7. The Beauty of Holiness

Psalm 29:2 calls us to “worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” Holiness is
not drab legalism but radiant beauty.

* It beautifies the soul with peace.
* It adorns the life with integrity.
* It crowns the disciple with glory unseen by the world.

True holiness shines, even in persecution, because it reflects the very character of
God.

8. The Cost of Holiness

Holiness will cost you friends, opportunities, maybe even your life. But
discipleship without cost is counterfeit.

Jesus warned, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you.” (John 15:18).

The disciple must embrace that holiness means rejection by men but acceptance by
God.

9. The Crown of Holiness

Holiness is not just about present purity but future glory. The faithful disciple will
receive:

* A crown of life for endurance (James 1:12).
e The joy of the Lord’s approval (Matthew 25:23).

* An eternal inheritance undefiled and unfading (1 Peter 1:4).



Holiness anchors us in eternity, where corruption can never reach.

Conclusion: A Call to Stand Apart

Holiness is not a side-discipline of discipleship it is the essence of it. To be holy is
to be like Christ: set apart, radiant, unwavering.

In a corrupt world, the call to holiness is louder than ever. The disciple who heeds
it will shine like a city on a hill, an unquenchable testimony to the Kingdom of
God.

Closing Prayer

Father of Light,

We hear Your call to holiness in a world drowning in compromise. We confess our
weakness and our failures, but we cling to the blood of Christ that cleanses and
sanctifies.

Set us apart, O Lord. Purify our minds, guard our hearts, strengthen our steps. Let
the Spirit of holiness dwell richly within us, so that we may reflect the beauty of
Christ in every thought, word, and deed.

Grant us courage to resist corruption, boldness to stand apart, and joy in the
journey of being Yours.

In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.



Chapter 7: Service The Hands and Feet of the
Disciple

Introduction: A Life Poured Out

Jesus taught His disciples a shocking lesson when He bent down, took a towel, and
washed their feet (John 13:1-17). The King of Glory knelt like a servant. In that
moment, He redefined greatness: it is not in ruling over others but in serving them.

To be a disciple is to serve. Service is love in motion, faith in action, and humility
expressed. A true disciple does not live for titles, power, or applause, but for
towels, basins, and unseen faithfulness.

1. The Model of Christ the Servant

- Philippians 2:5-7 “Have this mind among yourselves... who, though He
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant.”

 Christ healed the leper, fed the hungry, touched the untouchable.
* His life was poured out, not hoarded.

Discipleship means following this pattern being willing to stoop low to lift others.

2. The Theology of Service

Service is not “extra credit” in Christianity. It is central:

- Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

 Service reflects the Kingdom order where the last are first, and the greatest
is the servant of all.

When disciples serve, they manifest the upside-down Kingdom of God.




3. Service as Worship
Paul tells us in Romans 12:1 that offering our bodies as living sacrifices is “your
spiritual act of worship.” Worship is not just songs; it is service.

Every act of service whether cooking a meal, praying for the sick, teaching a
child, or visiting a prisoner becomes an offering before the throne.

4. The Cost of Service

Service is beautiful, but it is costly. It demands:
- Time rearranging schedules for others.
- Energy laboring until weary.
- Resources spending and being spent.
- Ego letting go of recognition.

Yet, as Paul declared, “I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls™ (2
Corinthians 12:15).

5. Service as Spiritual Warfare

Every act of service undermines Satan’s kingdom:
 Serving the poor destroys greed.
* Serving the broken heals shame.
* Serving the church strengthens unity.

The devil thrives on pride and selfishness, but service crucifies both. The towel
becomes a weapon against darkness.

6. Scriptures on Service

« Galatians 5:13 “Through love serve one another.”



« 1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another.”

« Matthew 25:40 “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of
Mine, you did for Me.”

- John 13:14-15 “If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet.”

7. Practical Expressions of Service

- Serving in the church ushering, teaching, interceding.

- Serving in the home loving spouse, raising children with grace.

- Serving in the community caring for the marginalized, feeding the poor.
- Serving the world missions, evangelism, advocacy for justice.

Every environment is a field for service.

8. The Reward of Service

Jesus promises that even a cup of cold water given in His name will not go
unrewarded (Matthew 10:42). No act of service is wasted.

Rewards include:
- Joy now the inner satisfaction of pleasing God.
« Transformation becoming more like Christ.

- Eternal treasure crowns stored in heaven.

9. Barriers to Service

- Selfishness caring only for one’s comfort.
« Pride thinking certain tasks are beneath us.

- Bitterness serving with wrong motives or wounded hearts.



- Weariness losing heart when no one notices.

The antidote: fix eyes on Jesus, who sees, rewards, and empowers.

10. Closing Reflection
The disciple is not called to build empires but to wash feet. Service is the
fingerprint of Christ on the soul. The world may not notice, but heaven applauds.

One day, the Master will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew
25:21). That is the highest honor a disciple can seek.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 7

Lord Jesus,

You showed us that greatness comes through service. Forgive us for chasing
recognition instead of humility. Teach us to pick up the towel and wash feet, even
when no one is watching. Make us Your hands and feet in this broken world. May
our service become worship, our sacrifices become joy, and our reward be only to
hear You say, “Well done.”

In Your holy name, Amen.



Chapter 8: Suffering The Refining Fire of the
Disciple

Introduction: The Call No One Wants

Most of us love talking about blessing, favor, and victory. Few want to talk about
suffering. Yet, the Bible does not hide it: to follow Jesus is to carry a cross (Luke
9:23).

Suffering is not a mistake in the life of a disciple; it is a refining fire. Through it,
God purges pride, produces endurance, and prepares us for eternal glory.

1. Christ Our Example in Suffering
- Isaiah 53:3 “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.”
- Hebrews 5:8 “Although He was a son, He learned obedience through what
He suffered.”

Jesus did not escape suffering He embraced it. He teaches us that discipleship is
not about avoiding pain, but allowing God to use it for His glory.

2. Why Suffering Exists

« The Fall: Sin entered the world, bringing sickness, sorrow, and death
(Genesis 3).

« The Flesh: Our weakness collides with a broken world.
- The Enemy: Satan seeks to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10).

- The Father’s Purpose: God refines His people through trials (1 Peter 1:6—
7).

Though Satan intends harm, God transforms suffering into sanctification.




3. Types of Suffering in Discipleship

- Persecution For righteousness’ sake (Matthew 5:10-12).
- Discipline A Father’s correction (Hebrews 12:6-7).
- Affliction Physical or emotional pain (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).

- Burden Bearing Entering others’ suffering through intercession (Galatians
6:2).

Each form reveals a dimension of Christ’s sufferings shared with His disciples.

4. The Purifying Purpose of Suffering

- Romans 5:3-4 Suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope.
- James 1:2—-4 Trials test faith and build maturity.
« 1 Peter 4:12-13 Suffering refines us like fire refines gold.

God does not waste pain. He burns away what cannot remain in eternity.

5. Scriptures of Strength in Suffering

« 2 Corinthians 4:17 “This light momentary affliction is preparing for us an
eternal weight of glory.”

« Psalm 34:18 “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed
in spirit.”
« Romans 8:18 “The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing

with the glory to be revealed.”

Every verse reframes pain as temporary, purposeful, and under God’s control.




6. The Fellowship of Suffering
Paul longed to know Christ not only in resurrection but also in “the fellowship of

His sufferings” (Philippians 3:10).

When we suffer for Christ, we draw near to His heart. The cross is not just an
emblem; it is a shared reality.

7. The Cost and Reward of Enduring

- Cost: misunderstanding, loss, rejection, hardship.
- Reward: deeper intimacy with Christ, greater testimony, eternal crowns.

Revelation 2:10 promises, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown
of life.”

8. How to Endure Suffering

- Fix your eyes on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2).
- Rejoice in trials (James 1:2).
- Lean on the Spirit’s comfort (John 14:16-17).

- Stay in community no one should suffer alone.

Pray and declare the Word pain must bow to promises.

9. Suffering as Witness

The world watches how disciples respond to suffering. When we forgive
persecutors, worship in prison, or trust God in cancer wards, the Kingdom
becomes visible.

Like Job, we declare: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15).




10. Closing Reflection

Suffering is not the end it is the road that leads to glory. The disciple learns that
scars become testimonies, wounds become wells of healing, and crosses become
Crowns.

The refining fire is painful, but it makes us shine with His likeness.

t Closing Prayer for Chapter 8

Father,

We confess that we fear suffering. Our flesh recoils from pain. Yet we see that You
use trials as fire to refine our faith. Teach us to embrace the cross, trusting that
every affliction produces glory. Strengthen the weary, heal the brokenhearted, and
give courage to those under persecution. May we count it joy to share in Christ’s
sufferings, knowing that resurrection always follows crucifixion.

In Jesus’ mighty name, Amen



Chapter 9: Stewardship Managing God’s Gifts
Faithfully

Introduction: The Disciple as Steward

When Jesus walked the earth, He never once referred to His followers as owners.
He consistently called them servants, stewards, or branches abiding in a vine not
their own. That truth is central to discipleship: everything we are and everything
we have belongs to God.

Psalm 24:1 proclaims, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it.” From the breath in our lungs to the coins in our pockets,
from our families to our friendships, from our time to our talents all of it is
entrusted to us by the Master.

The disciple of Christ, then, is not free to hoard, waste, or mismanage. Instead, the
disciple lives as a steward entrusted with gifts to be managed wisely until the
Lord returns. The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14—-30) leaves no ambiguity:
stewardship is both a privilege and a test. The faithful are rewarded with greater
responsibility, while the unfaithful face severe rebuke.

This chapter will explore the stewardship of time, talents, treasure, relationships,
and truth itself, showing how each area reflects our faithfulness to Christ.

1. The Foundation of Stewardship: Ownership Belongs to God

The first principle of stewardship is acknowledging God’s ownership. This is not
metaphor but reality:

- Deuteronomy 8:18 “But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who
gives you the ability to produce wealth.”

- James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of the heavenly lights.”

When we cling to our possessions, time, or influence as if they are ours alone, we
walk in deception. But when we surrender them to God’s ownership, we unlock
peace and perspective. A disciple no longer asks, “How much of my time should I



give God?” Instead, the disciple asks, “How does God want me to use His time
entrusted to me today?”

2. Stewardship of Time: Redeeming the Days

Time is the one resource that can never be replenished. Money lost may be
regained, talents neglected may be rekindled, but time wasted is gone forever.

Paul’s exhortation in Ephesians 5:16 is urgent: “Redeem the time, because the
days are evil.” To steward time well means:

* Prioritizing prayer and Scripture before busyness.

* Guarding against distractions (digital addictions, entertainment without
edification).

» Keeping Sabbath rest, trusting God enough to pause.
* Balancing work and family with eternal priorities in mind.

Every day is a seed. Some sow seeds of wasted hours into barren soil, while others
sow into eternal harvests by discipling children, encouraging the broken, serving
the poor, and seeking God’s face.

The disciple must live each day as if entrusted with a treasure chest of hours hours
that will be weighed by the Master.

3. Stewardship of Talents: Gifts Meant to Be Multiplied

God never creates in vain. Every disciple has been endowed with a mixture of
natural abilities (skills, strengths, passions) and spiritual gifts (prophecy,
teaching, encouragement, service, etc.).

Peter exhorts in 1 Peter 4:10: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”



Talents buried in fear, insecurity, or laziness bring no return. Just like the servant
who buried his single talent in the ground (Matthew 25), unused gifts are a
dishonor to the Giver.

Practical stewardship means:
* Identifying your gifts (through prayer, counsel, and practice).
* Developing them diligently (study, training, practice).
 Using them sacrificially in service of others.

A voice not raised in worship is wasted. A mind not sharpened for wisdom
becomes dull. Hands that could serve but remain idle are complicit in neglect.
Discipleship means multiplying what God placed within you until He calls you
home.

4. Stewardship of Treasure: Money with Mission

Jesus spoke about money more than He spoke about heaven and hell combined.
Why? Because money reveals the heart.

- Matthew 6:21 “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

- Luke 16:10-11 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted
with much.”

Faithful stewardship of finances includes:
- Tithing: Returning the firstfruits to God as a declaration of trust.
 Generosity: Supporting missions, caring for the poor, blessing those in need.
- Integrity: Avoiding greed, dishonesty, and debt bondage.

A disciple’s bank statement is often a clearer picture of their faith than their words.
True disciples view money not as a master, but as a servant of Kingdom purposes.




5. Stewardship of Relationships: People Are Eternal

Unlike possessions, people last forever. God entrusts relationships family,
friends, church members, even strangers to our care.

* Husbands must steward wives with sacrificial love (Ephesians 5:25).
* Parents steward children with discipline and nurture (Ephesians 6:4).

* Friends steward one another with encouragement and accountability
(Proverbs 27:17).

Broken stewardship of relationships leads to betrayal, division, and loss of
witness. Faithful stewardship reflects Christ’s love, forgiving as He forgave,
bearing burdens as He bore ours, and laying down life for others (John 15:13).

6. Stewardship of Truth: Guarding the Gospel

Paul warns Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:20: “Guard what has been entrusted to your
care.” The gospel itself is a trust not to be twisted, watered down, or neglected.

Every disciple must:
* Learn the Word diligently.
* Teach truth faithfully.
* Defend the faith courageously.

To be a steward of truth means refusing compromise when culture presses against
Scripture, and boldly declaring Christ even when it costs dearly.

7. The Consequences of Poor Stewardship

Scripture leaves no gray area: unfaithful stewardship invites judgment. The servant
who hid his talent was cast out. The rich fool who built bigger barns lost his soul
that very night (Luke 12:20).

Discipleship demands urgency. Stewardship is not optional it is evidence of true
faith.



8. The Rewards of Faithful Stewardship

Faithful stewards will hear the sweetest words ever spoken: “Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge
of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:23).

Rewards of stewardship include:
- Peace knowing your life aligns with God’s purpose.
- Influence trusted with greater opportunities in this life.

- Eternal Treasure crowns of righteousness, incorruptible rewards, positions
of responsibility in God’s Kingdom.

The faithful disciple learns that sacrifice on earth becomes treasure in heaven.

9. Scripture Arsenal for Stewards

- Colossians 3:23—-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as unto
the Lord.

« Luke 16:11 If you are not trustworthy with worldly wealth, who will trust
you with true riches?

« Proverbs 3:9—10 Honor the Lord with your wealth, then your barns will be
filled.

- Romans 12:6-8 We have different gifts according to the grace given us.




Chapter10: Living as a Steward Every Day

Introduction: The Narrow Road

Jesus never lured followers with promises of comfort, wealth, or worldly power.
Instead, He gave them a cross. “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).

This is the paradox of discipleship: the path of suffering leads to glory, the road of
sacrifice leads to treasure, and the wounds of obedience become the very marks of
eternal beauty. A disciple must embrace suffering not as accident, but as
appointment; not as curse, but as crown.

1. The Reality of Suffering in Scripture

From Genesis to Revelation, God’s faithful ones suffer. Abel was murdered,
Joseph was betrayed, David was hunted, Jeremiah was thrown into a pit, Daniel
was cast into lions’ dens, and Paul bore chains for the gospel.

Jesus Himself was “a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). He
assured His disciples, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have
overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Suffering is not strange to discipleship; it is the expectation.

2. Why Suffering? The Refining Fire

Why does God allow His disciples to suffer? Because suffering refines:

- Suffering purifies motives. It strips away shallow faith, leaving only what
Is genuine.
- Suffering produces perseverance. Romans 5:3—4 “Suffering produces

perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

- Suffering makes us like Christ. “Though he was a Son, he learned
obedience by the things which he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).



The disciple discovers that God does not waste pain. Every tear becomes seed,
every scar becomes testimony, every loss becomes an altar upon which greater
glory is revealed.

3. The Sacrifice of the Disciple

Sacrifice is not optional in discipleship. Jesus calls us to:
- Sacrifice self (ego, pride, ambitions).

- Sacrifice possessions (Luke 14:33 “Any of you who does not renounce all
that he has cannot be my disciple.”).

- Sacrifice comfort (Matthew 8:20 “The Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.”).

- Sacrifice relationships when they conflict with the call of Christ (Luke
14:26).

But this sacrifice is not loss. It is exchange. The disciple trades temporal treasures
for eternal ones, fleeting pleasures for lasting joy.

4. The Beauty Hidden in Sacrifice

From the outside, sacrifice looks like waste. The world mocked Mary for pouring
her alabaster jar of perfume on Jesus’ feet. Yet Christ declared, “She has done a
beautiful thing to me” (Mark 14:6).

What looks like brokenness to men is beauty to God. Sacrifice is heaven’s
perfume. Every act of obedience, every surrender of control, every offering of love
becomes incense rising before the throne.

Discipleship transforms sacrifice into treasure “Lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven” (Matthew 6:20).




5. The Fellowship of Suffering

Philippians 3:10 is Paul’s longing: “That I may know Him, and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto
His death.”

Suffering unites us to Christ in ways comfort never can. To share in His wounds is
to share in His heart. The disciple discovers intimacy with Christ at the breaking
point the same Christ who wept in Gethsemane and bled at Calvary now walks
with us in our valleys.

6. The Promise Beyond Pain

For every sacrifice, there is reward. For every cross, there is resurrection.
- “If we suffer with Him, we will also be glorified with Him.” (Romans 8:17)

« “Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory
that far outweighs them all.” (2 Corinthians 4:17)

« “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” (Revelation
2:10)

The disciple endures because the promise is sure: the Lamb who was slain now
reigns, and His followers will share in His triumph.

7. Living the Cost Daily

Sacrifice is not just in great acts of martyrdom it is in daily choices.
* Forgiving when it hurts.
* Giving when it stretches.
* Serving when it’s inconvenient.
* Staying faithful when it’s lonely.

Everyday discipleship is a thousand small deaths to self that result in life
multiplied for others.



8. The Testimony of History

Church history is written in blood and fire.
 Stephen, the first martyr, saw heaven opened as stones fell.

- Polycarp, burned at the stake, declared: “Eighty and six years have I served
Him, and He never did me any injury. How then can I blaspheme my King
and my Savior?”

* Countless nameless saints laid down their lives in catacombs, prisons, and
jungles, leaving a trail of faith that lights our path today.

Their sacrifices were not wasted. They became seeds and the church grew.

9. The Disciple’s Crown

The final vision of Revelation shows the saints around the throne, casting crowns
before the Lamb (Revelation 4:10). The crowns they cast are the rewards of
faithful stewardship, obedience, and suffering.

Discipleship ends not with applause of men but with the commendation of Christ.
To suffer well is to store treasure no thief can steal, no moth can corrupt, no fire
can destroy.

Conclusion: The Cross and the Crown

Suffering and sacrifice are not the end; they are the doorway. Every disciple must
pass through Gethsemane to reach glory. Every follower must pick up the cross to
wear the crown.

The cost is high, but the reward is immeasurable. And when we see Jesus face-to-
face, every scar will testify: “It was worth it.”




Closing Prayer

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
(Ephesians 3:20-21)

Father in Heaven,

We come before You at the end of this journey, humbled by Your mercy and
strengthened by Your Word. You have taught us that faith believes, hope endures,
and love never fails. We confess our weakness and our wandering, yet we rejoice
in the anchor of eternity that secures our souls in Christ.

Lord Jesus, our High Priest and Intercessor, thank You for carrying us when we
could not walk. Thank You for the cross that redeemed us and the crown that
awaits us. May every hardship we endured, every tear we shed, and every sacrifice
we made be gathered as treasure in Your Kingdom.

Holy Spirit, seal this word in the hearts of all who read it. Stir courage in the
weary, peace in the broken, and boldness in the timid. Teach us to walk daily with
our eyes fixed on Jesus our True North, our Living Hope, our Eternal Anchor.

We declare over every life that finishes this book:
* You are not forgotten.
* You are not abandoned.
* You are chosen, beloved, and appointed for glory.

And so, Father, let this work be more than words let it be a testimony, a weapon, a
scroll of life that points to Christ alone. May nations be touched, families restored,
chains broken, and hope resurrected.

Until the trumpet sounds and the skies break open, we will live anchored in
eternity, proclaiming:

“Come, Lord Jesus. The Spirit and the Bride say, Come.”

In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, we pray.
Amen.



Chapter 11: Stewardship and Service Living as

God’s Trusted Vessels
Introduction: Discipleship That Manages Well

Every disciple is not only a follower but also a steward entrusted with God’s
resources, time, relationships, and mission. Paul writes, “It is required of stewards
that they be found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2).

Stewardship and service are not “extras” in the Christian life. They are the
measure of our discipleship. What we do with what God has given us will echo
into eternity. Jesus framed it clearly in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14—
30): every servant is entrusted, tested, and eventually judged according to how
they steward what belongs to the Master.

This chapter explores stewardship as a disciple’s calling, and service as its outflow
not optional acts, but vital expressions of the Kingdom.

1. The Foundation of Stewardship
Stewardship is the acknowledgment that everything belongs to God.

« “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who
dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1)

- “You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God
with your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

A disciple never claims ownership. We are managers, not masters. Our lives,
money, gifts, bodies, families, and time are all on loan from heaven. To live
otherwise is to live in rebellion against the truth of discipleship.

2. Stewardship of Time

Time is the one resource that cannot be replenished. Disciples understand that how
they spend their days reflects their devotion.



- Redeem the time (Ephesians 5:16). Time lost to sin, laziness, or distraction
cannot be reclaimed.

- Daily disciplines: prayer, Scripture, fellowship, service these prioritize the
eternal over the temporary.

- Sabbath stewardship: honoring rhythms of rest reflects trust in God’s
provision.

A wasted life is not usually one filled with scandal but with small compromises of
time that added up to nothing of eternal worth.

3. Stewardship of Talents and Gifts

God has entrusted every disciple with unique abilities. Romans 12:6-8 and 1
Corinthians 12 describe the diversity of gifts: prophecy, teaching, mercy,
leadership, wisdom, tongues, healing, service.

- Gifts must be discovered. Many disciples never explore their spiritual gifts
and therefore bury their talents.

- Gifts must be developed. Like muscles, they strengthen through practice
and obedience.

- Gifts must be deployed. A gift unused is like salt without savor (Matthew
5:13).

Discipleship requires active stewardship of what God has planted within, for the
good of the Body and the glory of Christ.

4. Stewardship of Finances

Money reveals the heart. Jesus spoke of money more than almost any other subject
because He knew disciples could not serve both God and mammon (Matthew
6:24).

Biblical stewardship of finances includes:

- Tithes and offerings: acts of trust and obedience.



- Generosity: going beyond legalism into cheerful giving (2 Corinthians 9:7).
- Integrity: avoiding greed, dishonesty, or exploitation.

- Eternal investment: choosing to fund Kingdom work instead of hoarding
temporary wealth.

For the disciple, money is never master it is always mission fuel.

5. Stewardship of Relationships
Every relationship entrusted to us is a stewardship.

- Marriage: Ephesians 5 calls husbands and wives to reflect Christ and the
Church.

- Parenting: Deuteronomy 6 commands parents to disciple their children
daily.
- Community: Hebrews 10:24-25 exhorts us not to forsake fellowship but to

Spur one another on.

A disciple honors relationships as divine trusts opportunities to reflect Christ, to
heal wounds, and to model covenant faithfulness.

6. Service as the Overflow of Stewardship

Stewardship naturally overflows into service. Jesus Himself said, “The Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:45).

- Service to God: expressed through worship, obedience, and ministry.
- Service to the Body: using gifts to edify and strengthen the Church.
- Service to the World: acts of mercy, justice, evangelism, and compassion.

A disciple cannot be self-serving. If you are not serving others, you are not
stewarding the grace of God faithfully.




7. The Joy of Service

Service is not drudgery it is joy. Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35).

Disciples discover that pouring themselves out leads to deeper fulfillment than
grasping for more. Service is the paradox of discipleship: the more you give, the
richer you become.

8. The Eternal Rewards of Stewardship and Service
Jesus promised that faithful stewardship leads to eternal reward:

- “Well done, good and faithful servant... Enter into the joy of your Master.”
(Matthew 25:21)

- “Each one will receive his wages according to his labor.” (1 Corinthians
3:8)

« “Blessed are those who die in the Lord... their deeds will follow them.”
(Revelation 14:13)

What we steward now becomes treasure in eternity. What we serve now becomes
testimony in the courts of heaven.

9. Hindrances to Stewardship and Service
The disciple must overcome obstacles that threaten stewardship:
- Laziness: the slothful servant buried his talent.
- Fear: many hide gifts out of insecurity.
- Greed: clinging to possessions suffocates generosity.
- Pride: serving for recognition, not for Christ.

A disciple identifies these traps and chooses humility, diligence, and faith.




10. Practical Patterns for Stewardship and Service
How can a disciple steward and serve faithfully?
- Daily surrender: beginning each day with “Lord, all I have is Yours.”
- Weekly accountability: sharing progress with trusted brothers or sisters.
- Generous budgeting: prioritizing God’s work in finances.
- Regular serving rhythms: committing to consistent, sacrificial service.

- Prayerful evaluation: asking God often, “Am I faithful with what You’ve
placed in my hand?”

Conclusion: Living as Trusted Vessels

Stewardship and service are the twin pillars of practical discipleship. To be a
disciple is to manage well what belongs to the King and to pour it out for others.

When the final day comes, disciples will not be measured by how much they
owned, but by how faithfully they served.

Closing Prayer

Father,
We acknowledge that all things belong to You our time, treasure, gifts, and very
lives. Teach us to steward faithfully and to serve joyfully.

Lord Jesus,
You washed feet to show us greatness. Help us to follow in Your steps, laying
down pride and picking up the towel of service.

Holy Spirit,
Empower us to overcome laziness, greed, and fear. Make us vessels of generosity,
diligence, and humility.

Let our stewardship today echo into eternity. Let our service become fragrance
before Your throne. May we one day hear Your words: “Well done, good and
faithful servant.”



In Jesus’ mighty name,
Amen.



Chapter 12: The Crown of Discipleship Treasures on
Earth and in Heaven

Introduction: The Crown Awaits

Every journey of discipleship is not just about sacrifice but also about reward.
Jesus Himself promised that those who leave everything to follow Him will
“receive a hundredfold now in this time... and in the age to come eternal life”
(Mark 10:30).

Discipleship costs dearly but it also crowns gloriously. The paradox of the
Kingdom is this: what you lose for Christ becomes eternal treasure; what you cling
to in this world fades like dust. Chapter 12 anchors us in the hope of discipleship’s
finality: the crown of life, the joy of the Master, and treasures stored where moth
and rust cannot destroy.

1. Treasures on Earth: Temporary but Testifying

Earthly fruit still matters. Jesus said, “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples” (John 15:8).

- Changed lives: Discipleship produces testimonies people healed, families
restored, captives set free.

« Communities built: Churches, missions, and movements rise when
disciples lay down their lives.

- Kingdom witness: Every small act of obedience shines as light in a dark
world (Matthew 5:16).

Earthly treasures are not about riches or acclaim; they are lives touched, scrolls
written, prayers answered, and souls saved.

2. Treasures in Heaven: Eternal Investments

Jesus commanded us not to lay up treasures on earth, “but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:20). What are these treasures?



- Crowns of glory: Promised to the faithful shepherds (1 Peter 5:4).

« Crown of life: Given to those who endure trials (James 1:12; Revelation
2:10).

- Crown of righteousness: Reserved for those who long for Christ’s
appearing (2 Timothy 4:8).

- Crown of rejoicing: The soul-winner’s crown (1 Thessalonians 2:19).

Every act of faith, every tear sown, every unseen prayer becomes eternal currency.

3. The Sacrifice That Leads to Glory

No crown comes without a cross. Jesus endured suffering “for the joy set before
him” (Hebrews 12:2). Likewise, discipleship requires laying down:

* Comfort, to embrace calling.

* Possessions, to embrace mission.

* Reputation, to embrace Christ.

» Life itself, to embrace resurrection.

The disciple who embraces sacrifice discovers resurrection glory waiting on the
other side.

4. The Joy of Hearing “Well Done”

Perhaps the greatest treasure of discipleship is not golden crowns but the voice of
Jesus saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your
Master.” (Matthew 25:23).

That affirmation is the eternal reward every disciple longs for the smile of the
King, the embrace of the Master, the joy of the Father.




5. The Kingdom Reversal

The world chases wealth, power, and fame. The disciple chases Christ. Yet in the
end, those who lost the world will inherit the Kingdom.

« “The last will be first, and the first last.” (Matthew 20:16)

- “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 5:3)

The disciple’s crown is not of gold but of glory. Not temporary applause, but
eternal acclaim.

6. The Final Vision

John’s Revelation shows disciples before the throne, casting their crowns at the
feet of Jesus (Revelation 4:10). Why? Because every crown won in discipleship
belongs ultimately to Him.

We receive only to return. We are crowned only to worship. Eternity is not about
our glory but His.

Conclusion: Anchored in Eternity

Discipleship is not in vain. Every sacrifice, every struggle, every scar leads to
eternal treasure. We walk not for empty crowns but for a Kingdom that cannot be
shaken.

The final word for every disciple is not despair but delight anchored in eternity,
crowned in Christ, secure forever in His love.

Closing Prayer

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
(Ephesians 3:20-21)



Father in Heaven,

We come before You at the end of this journey, humbled by Your mercy and
strengthened by Your Word. You have taught us that faith believes, hope endures,
and love never fails. We confess our weakness and our wandering, yet we rejoice
in the anchor of eternity that secures our souls in Christ.

Lord Jesus, our High Priest and Intercessor,

Thank You for carrying us when we could not walk. Thank You for the cross that
redeemed us and the crown that awaits us. May every hardship we endured, every
tear we shed, and every sacrifice we made be gathered as treasure in Your
Kingdom.

Holy Spirit,

Seal this word in the hearts of all who read it. Stir courage in the weary, peace in
the broken, and boldness in the timid. Teach us to walk daily with our eyes fixed
on Jesus our True North, our Living Hope, our Eternal Anchor.

We declare over every life that finishes this book:
* You are not forgotten.
* You are not abandoned.
* You are chosen, beloved, and appointed for glory.

And so, Father, let this work be more than words let it be a testimony, a weapon, a
scroll of life that points to Christ alone. May nations be touched, families restored,
chains broken, and hope resurrected.

Until the trumpet sounds and the skies break open, we will live anchored in
eternity, proclaiming:

“Come, Lord Jesus. The Spirit and the Bride say, Come.”

In the mighty name of Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, we pray.
Amen.
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